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Directions To 17.72 Acres on Highway 87, Boiling Spring Lakes, NC 
 
Take Highway 87 to Boiling Spring Lakes. The property is located approximately 1.5 miles north of City Hall 
on the left. City Hall is located at the intersection of Highway 87 and East Boiling Spring Road in City Center. 
Look for auction sign. 
 
Directions to Boiling Spring Lakes Community Center – Auction Location 
 
Highway 87 North from Southport to left on West South Shore Drive or take Highway 87 South from  Highway 
17 to right on West South Shore Drive, Leeds Road on left.  Look for Auction signs. 
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NC State Ports Authority plans NC International Port 
Brunswick County container terminal to handle 2 million  

containers a year, help create thousands of jobs 
  
WILMINGTON, NC – At its meeting in Wilmington Dec. 29, the Board of Directors of the N.C. State 
Ports Authority authorized the CEO to negotiate the purchase of 600 acres of riverfront property in 
Brunswick County. If the purchase is completed, the Authority plans to build a new port terminal, the 
North Carolina International Port, to handle 2 million containers (20-foot equivalent units, or TEUs) a 
year. 

“This is a once in a lifetime opportunity,” said Board Chairman Carl J. Stewart Jr. “No other property 
available in the South Atlantic compares to this property, with good access and compatible zoning already 
in place.” 

Development of this facility would coincide with the projected doubling of the North American container 
market between now and 2015. 

“It’s a unique opportunity to catapult North Carolina into the ranks of major U.S. ports,” said Tom Eagar, 
Ports Authority CEO. “We are responding to the needs of world trade on a large scale, to the benefit of 
the entire state.” 

The new terminal would multiply the number of jobs already generated by the Ports, both local and 
statewide – currently estimated at more than 48,000 jobs statewide, as well as creating new local and state 
tax revenues – now almost $30 million annually.  

The project will also provide a gigantic boost to economic development.  Major manufacturing and 
assembly plant site-selection criteria require proximity to deepwater port facilities with global service 
coverage – such as the DaimlerChrysler plant announced recently in North Charleston, S.C. 

This location also affords the opportunity to develop an industrial park for distribution centers or related 
operations – adding additional jobs to the local economy. 

Building a new terminal on the Brunswick County property also provides a better alternative, 
environmentally and economically, than dredging the Cape Fear River to 48 feet to the Port of 
Wilmington and enlarging the Port’s footprint. Forecast growth in container traffic worldwide would 
require a deeper channel for Wilmington to remain competitive. The new property is nine miles from the 
ocean, while Wilmington is 26. 

The location, next to the Military Ocean Terminal at Sunny Point, also supports Department of Defense 
strategic initiatives. 
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Besides economic development, the region would also benefit from infrastructure improvements, 
particularly access to and improvements of Highway 87.  

The property, currently owned by Pfizer Inc., is 600 acres, 9.5 miles from the Atlantic Ocean, zoned 
heavy industrial. It includes 4,000 linear feet of frontage on the Cape Fear River for berths, with highway 
and nearby rail access.  

***************** 

Port of Wilmington Container Terminal Expansion Program  
The $130 million enhancement program under way to double capacity at the Port of Wilmington 
continues as planned. This expansion will meet the demand of increasing container traffic and increase 
business and revenues at the Port over the 10 years before the new terminal goes into operation. The 
project includes: 

• Four new 100-ft gauge container cranes 
• New container handling equipment 
• New terminal operating system 
• Berth, dock and paving improvements 
• Phase 1 complete by April 2007.  Entire project complete in five years. 
• Will continue to serve general cargo business after new terminal is complete. 

 

***************** 

Port of Morehead City and Radio Island Expansion Program  
The Port of Morehead City and Radio Island are ideally situated to handle the bulk/breakbulk market 
growth and cargo displacement by other ports. Work continues to expand facilities at the Port and a new 
terminal on Radio Island. At the Dec. 29 meeting, the Board also: 

• moved forward on a lease agreement for a new 177,000 square foot warehouse at the Port of 
Morehead City 

• awarded a $962,260 design contract initial engineering and environmental design for the 
development of the port terminal on Radio Island.   
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ABOUT THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE PORTS AUTHORITY: 
North Carolina's Ports in Wilmington and Morehead City, plus inland terminals in Charlotte and the Piedmont Triad in Greensboro, link the State's 
consumers, businesses and industry to world markets and serve as magnets attracting business and industry desiring access to these markets.  Cargo 
handling activities contribute statewide to thousands of jobs and millions of dollars in tax revenues. 
 

Top trading partners are Brazil, China, Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, India, Venezuela, Canada, the United Kingdom, Italy, Europe and Scandinavia. 
Primary exports include chemicals, forest products, food, phosphate and general merchandise. Top imports include animal feeds, chemicals, fertilizers, 
metal products, lumber, rubber, steel, furniture and general merchandise. 
 
INFORMATION: 
Karen Fox, Director of Communications   (910) 343-6491  1-800-334-0682   Karen_Fox@ncports.com 
Susan Clizbe, Communications Manager   (910) 343-6482    (910) 367-3559 Mobile   Susan_Clizbe@ncports.com 
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STATE OF THE PORTS 2006: 
Expansion Plans Continue as Business Volumes Increase 

 

Remarks by Thomas J. Eagar 
CEO, North Carolina State Ports Authority 
N.C. World Trade Association – Cape Fear Chapter 
November 30, Bluewater Grill, Wrightsville Beach, N.C. 
 
After finishing fiscal year 2006 with record revenues, the North Carolina State Ports Authority is moving 
forward with plans to meet steadily increasing market demand. Major expansion projects continue at the 
State’s Ports at Wilmington and Morehead City to meet short-term demand. Continued demand forecast 
over the next 15 years is also being answered, with long-term plans to develop a new terminal at Radio 
Island in Morehead City and the North Carolina International Port in Brunswick County.  

Continued market growth during fiscal 2006 drove container moves up 24 percent, and general cargo 
volumes up 13 percent at the Port of Wilmington. Breakbulk cargo at the Port of Morehead City rose 19 
percent. Breakbulk cargo refers to commodities like rubber, lumber, steel and woodpulp, shipped in units 
such as bundles, pallets or bins. General cargo includes both breakbulk and bulk commodities, things 
which flow, such as salt, fertilizer, or grain. With container tonnage included, the Authority's total volume 
for fiscal 2006 was 5.8 million tons.  

For fiscal 2007, we are projecting a five-year compounded annual growth rate of 18 percent in container 
volume and 16 percent in general cargo numbers, although cyclical fluctuations in certain key 
commodities such as forest products and rubber have required adjustments to our market forecast. 

The Port of Wilmington is marking an important milestone this week. Four new 100-foot gauge container 
cranes are being loaded on a ship at the ZPMC facility in Shanghai, China, for delivery in early 2007. 
These cranes are the linchpins of the $143 million container-terminal expansion, which includes 
significant upgrades to the dock infrastructure to support the cranes, which are electric rather than the 
traditional diesel power. A new terminal operating system is also being implemented.  

At the Port of Morehead City, construction began in October on a new 178,000 square foot general cargo 
warehouse, expected to be ready for business in August 2007. A rail improvement project is nearing 
completion. New rail has been installed, and road crossings are being upgraded. The Port’s main access 
road, outside storage and truck parking areas are scheduled for repaving in early 2007. This repaving will 
nearly double the amount of outside storage capacity adjacent to the entry road. These projects improve 
the Port of Morehead City’s ability to meet the needs of existing customers and help attract new ones. 

We have updated our economic impact calculations this year. Business coming through your Ports now 
supports about 85,000 jobs and $299 million a year in state and local tax revenues. Here in the Southeast 
region alone, Ports activities support more than 21,000 jobs and nearly $100 million a year in tax 
revenues. 
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North Carolina’s Ports have a tremendous window of opportunity to expand operations, increase business 
and profitability and create significant economic benefits to the State of North Carolina.  

With international trade projected to double by 2020; container volumes expected to grow even faster, 
and adjacent ports running out of room and with limited ability to expand, the Ports Authority took 
advantage of a golden opportunity which presented itself in late 2005. We purchased 600 acres of 
industrial property on the west bank of the Cape Fear River, just 14 miles from the sea buoy, and intend 
to build a major international container port to capture that new business.  

The North Carolina International Port will catapult North Carolina into the ranks of major East Coast 
ports, comparable to Virginia, South Carolina and Georgia. The Authority has hired CH2M Hill, an 
international engineering firm, to plan, design and construct the new port. 

We are in the preliminary stages of planning the project, and expect to be able to service the new, much-
larger container ships being built now to handle the tremendous growth in container traffic. Next week, 
the largest container ship ever to visit Wilmington is scheduled to arrive, moving into one of our regularly 
scheduled calls. It holds 5,000 TEUs – 20-foot equivalent units. It’s big, but last month a ship was 
launched that carries 12,000. The International Port will allow us to keep up with the growth in traffic, 
and with the growth in ship sizes. 

Most importantly, the International Port will enable our State to compete more effectively for major 
manufacturing and assembly plants, comparable to BMW and Daimler Chrysler in South Carolina and 
Airbus in Alabama. Additionally, the International Port will attract distribution centers similar to those 
being built for Ikea, Target, and other major retailers at the Port of Savannah. All of those projects – 
bringing with them thousands of jobs to the chosen states – require a world-class port, and we plan to 
build that port for North Carolina. 

And as other port facilities are being converted from bulk and breakbulk to container, these cargoes are 
looking for a home. Anticipating this new business, the Ports Authority is looking across the Newport 
River from the Port of Morehead City to Radio Island. We have completed preliminary studies and design 
of a new port terminal, with a site layout, traffic analysis, and environmental surveys in place.  

The Port of Wilmington’s profile may shift a little when the International Port opens, but it will stay busy 
– definitely with general cargo, and very likely with continuing service from smaller container ships. 

These vital economic engines are in full throttle to build economic prosperity for citizens across the State 
– additional jobs, income and tax revenues. Our State’s leaders – Governor Easley and the General 
Assembly, thanks to the leadership of our local delegation – recognized the importance of the State’s 
Ports this year, investing a $7.5 million appropriation, and $3 million in repair and renovation funding.  

The time is right for North Carolina’s Ports to move to the forefront of East Coast ports. And we are 
ready, with the support of our communities and our leaders, to make that move. 
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ABOUT THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE PORTS AUTHORITY: 
North Carolina's Ports in Wilmington and Morehead City, plus inland terminals in Charlotte and the Piedmont Triad in Greensboro, link the State's 
consumers, businesses and industry to world markets and serve as magnets to attract new business and industry. Port activities contribute statewide 
to 85,000 jobs and $299 million in annual tax revenues. The proposed NC International Port and Port expansion projects in Morehead City and 
Wilmington will make North Carolina a key player in international trade, and multiply related jobs and economic impact in the state. 
Top trading partners are China, Venezuela, Colombia, India, Germany, Indonesia, Italy, Korea, Taiwan, the United Kingdom and Turkey.  
Primary exports are fertilizers, woodpulp, forest products, general merchandise, food, chemicals and metal products.  
Top imports are forest products, chemicals, natural rubber, cement, scrap metal, steel, coal and general merchandise. 
INFORMATION: 
Karen Fox, Director of Communications   (910) 343-6491  1-800-334-0682   Karen_Fox@ncports.com 
Susan Clizbe, Communications Manager  (910) 343-6482  (910) 367-3559 Mobile  Susan_Clizbe@ncports.com 
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North Carolina International Port reaches major milestone 
  
WILMINGTON, N.C. – The property for the new North Carolina International Port (NCIP) on the west 
bank of the Cape Fear River in Brunswick County now belongs to the N.C. State Ports Authority. 

On April 12, Ports Authority officials closed on the purchase of a 600-acre undeveloped industrial site, 
nine miles from the Atlantic Ocean, and adjacent to the Military Ocean Terminal Sunny Point and 
Progress Energy’s Brunswick Nuclear Plant.   

Conceptual plans for the NCIP envision a major international port terminal, which would catapult North 
Carolina into the ranks of major U.S. ports. The facility would have a capacity of 1.5 million 20-foot 
equivalent container units (TEUs), 4,000 linear feet of berthing and an industrial park on site for 
distribution centers or related operations.  

“The new terminal will multiply the number of jobs already generated by the Ports, both local and 
statewide,” said Ports Authority Board Chairman Carl J. Stewart Jr. More than 48,000 jobs statewide are 
related to activities at the Ports of Morehead City and Wilmington.  

“The N.C. International Port also will create new local and state tax revenues, which are now almost $30 
million annually,” Mr. Stewart said. “It will provide a gigantic boost to economic development, as major 
manufacturing and assembly projects must be near deepwater port facilities with global service 
coverage.” 

The Authority is moving forward quickly to plan development of the new terminal.  Among the tasks 
required before the new port could open are dredging the navigational channel, design and construction of 
terminal facilities, and working with state and federal authorities to ensure highway and rail access.   

“We plan to launch the environmental impact study process as soon as possible to give the public 
opportunities for input at the earliest possible stage,” said N.C. State Ports Authority CEO Tom Eagar.  
“In the meantime, we have been actively seeking input from elected officials and community leaders 
around the area.” 

Representatives from the Ports Authority have discussed dredging the Cape Fear River navigational 
channel to 50 feet with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  The Corps has agreed to Congressional 
resolution language to authorize a “reconnaissance study.”   

“The reconnaissance study is the prerequisite to a feasibility study which the Corps must perform for the 
dredging to be authorized.” Mr. Eagar said. “We are working with the North Carolina Congressional 
delegation, especially Senators Elizabeth Dole and Richard Burr and Representative Mike McIntyre, to 
secure the necessary authorizations and funding for the project.” 

Representatives from the Authority also have met with officials with the N.C. Department of 
Transportation and state and local elected officials to discuss highway and rail access to the NCIP.  A 
working group is being established to coordinate this effort. 
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The Authority is also in the process of selecting a firm to manage the design and development the N.C. 
International Port.   Recommendations for approval of the designer selection will be presented to the State 
Building Commission at its May meeting followed by presentation of a design contract to the Ports 
Authority Board of Directors for approval   

Financing to purchase the property was obtained through investors’ purchases of port facilities revenue 
bonds. The Ports Authority plans to seek a private-sector partner to invest in the development of the 
actual port facility. 
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ABOUT THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE PORTS AUTHORITY: 
North Carolina's Ports in Wilmington and Morehead City, plus inland terminals in Charlotte and the Piedmont Triad in Greensboro, link the State's 
consumers, businesses and industry to world markets and serve as magnets attracting business and industry desiring access to these markets.  Cargo 
handling activities contribute statewide to thousands of jobs and millions of dollars in tax revenues. 
Top trading partners are Brazil, China, Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, India, Venezuela, Canada, the United Kingdom, Italy, Europe and Scandinavia. 
Primary exports include chemicals, forest products, food, phosphate and general merchandise. Top imports include animal feeds, chemicals, fertilizers, 
metal products, lumber, rubber, steel, furniture and general merchandise. 
INFORMATION: 
Karen Fox, Director of Communications   (910) 343-6491  1-800-334-0682   Karen_Fox@ncports.com 
Susan Clizbe, Communications Manager   (910) 343-6482    (910) 367-3559 Mobile   Susan_Clizbe@ncports.com 
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Port for Southport: Part 2 
Feb 10, 2006, 12:50 PM EST 

SOUTHPORT-- State leaders want to build an 
international container port near Southport in 
Brunswick County at a price of one billion 
dollars. Several people have looked to a 
similar project in Mobile, Alabama as an 
example of how to get it done. 

Mobile, Alabama is a growing city of about a 
half million people. Located right along the 
Gulf Coast.  

"Mobile's always been a maritime city, a port 
city," Bill Sisson, of the Mobile Area Chamber 
of Commerce said.  

For years boat building and the Port of 
Alabama have served as the city's main 
draws. Two industries that have pushed the 
city's economy.  

"The port is what kind of brings everything 
together. It's the, the entity that pulls our 
entire region together. It's the center of our 
metro area," Sisson said.  

After almost 80 years in operation times are 
changing at the port. Experts believe the 
future is in containers, and that's why port 
officials in Alabama decided to expand the 
operation there. They're spending 300 million 
dollars to build the container facility.  

It took a lot of convincing for the community. 
Even the port CEO had to be sold on the idea.  

Port for Southport: Part 2

News  more>> 
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"We studied this thing pretty carefully," 
Alabama State Ports Authority CEO, James 
Lyons said. "And I'll tell you the truth I was 
not, necessarily an advocate from the first 
day. It was, you've got to prove it to me."  

Lyons said it would not be happening without 
private money. In this case the terminal 
company, ADM joined the project.  

Port officials in North Carolina say that also 
has to happen for the Southport facility to get 
off the ground.  

Mr. Lyons told us there is another important 
piece of the puzzle. 

"You've got to have the infrastructure that's 
the hat-trick. You've got to have it," Lyons 
said.  

A major advantage for Mobile's port is not their location so much, but as 
to what they have to offer. They have two major highways as well as five 
different railroads, that they can get the goods off the ships and on to 
land.  

That's not the situation in Southport. There are rail connections. But when 
it comes to roads, highways 133 and 87 are only two lanes each.  

"If we do the right engineering of (Highway) 87 South we can minimize 
the impact on 133, for example moving into Southport. Either an 
overpass, underpass," North Carolina Ports Authority CEO, Tom Eagar 
said.  

That's one of the biggest concerns for residents. They want to know what 
a large international port will mean for an already growing area.  

"I enjoy the growth because I know it will bring a lot of shops and 
restaurants. But I'm concerned about them updating the roads," resident, 
Cornelia Wood said.  

"I guess it's good and bad for this area," resident, Sion Wicker said. "I 
know Southport as a quaint town, you know, I don't know how it's going 
to be now."  

Leaders of North Carolina's Port Authority say they will listen to citizen 
concerns about the Southport project. There are a lot of things that must 
fall in line before the first ship unloads along the Brunswick County coast..  

Port officials say they are talking to four or five companies about joining 
this new project.. They still have years of studies and permitting, and 
getting the federal government to pitch in with dredging the Cape Fear 
River.  
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Port officials estimate it will be at least 2015 before the port is open.  

By: Jeremy Godwin (jgodwin@wwaytv3.com)
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